The following are blog postings on my Canada East blog (Canadaeast.com is Eastern Canada’s online newspaper presence).  Please see the website for more of the blogs. 
Blog Entries on my Surviving Motherhood & Marriage 101 @ Canada East’s website http://www.canadaeast.com/blog/surviving 
Product Recommendations: 

Saturday August 18, 2007

PRODUCT RECOMMENDATION- Travel Tray for Car/Van
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Hi everyone! It's Friday and its time for your weekly product recommendation. Actually, its not Friday, but let's just pretend it is. Future product recommendations will post on Fridays. After all, you need to get something useful out of this blog, not just some crazy woman's rantings, right?

SNACK & PLAY TRAVEL TRAY by Star Kids
I can't remember how, but I stumbled upon this product in one of my internet searches. As you will learn from reading this blog, I am HUGE on internet shopping. I like the convenience of it since I am so busy that I rarely get to leave the house. I also like how I can find things I wouldn't otherwise have the opportunity to find. There are SO many fun and interesting things to buy on the World Wide Web. And if you want something specific, rather than going from store to store to store to find it, you can usually do a quick search online, purchase it in a moment, and have it delivered. What a great system that is.

Ok, back to my topic. This tray. The reason I was drawn to this tray was because I NEEDED it for my son (aged 7, Angelman Syndrome). On long road trips, I find he gets very bored and gets irritable. Cameron is non-verbal and communication is a 'challenge', but he has NO problems communicating when he is bored or mad (which by the way he is cranking about as I write this- I put his favorite Youtube videos on for him, but he can only hear them, can't see them since I'm typing this up. Sorry buddy- Pussy Cat Dolls will have to wait!).

Rather than listen to Mr. Cranky Pants when boredom sets in, I wanted him to be able to play with a toy in the van. The problem is, that the toy would fall off his lap in the car seat, onto the floor, and I'd have to keep picking up the toy or he would have nothing. So, when I found this tray, I KNEW I had to have it. Its great- and I know I will order one for my daughter as well, and maybe even one for my other daughter too.

Some key features of this tray that I particularly like:
· it is made of nylon and easy to wipe down 

· it’s SOFT. This is something very important to me for safety. I didn't want something that my child could potentially bang their head off of. I also for this reason am not giving him any really hard toys to sit on the tray- if we had a collision, I wouldn't want a hard plastic toy hitting him, or him hitting it. I pretty much use it with books, or with something soft (always thinking!) 

· very quick to set up (buckles) 

· the HIGH rim around the outer edge is great! Cameron has a habit of pushing toys OFF of his other trays he has (has a tray for his wheelchair & stroller), and that rim on those trays aren't nearly high enough. This one would be GREAT for small children who would accidentally push their toys off. 

· the price was very reasonable 

· pretty flat for storage 

· makes a great tray for when you stop to eat in the car. UGH- all those years of trying to get our middle child to balance her french fries and her ketchup on the napkin and not flip it over onto the floor or carseat are OVER!!! 

· has side pockets for storage. You could store crayons in there, or napkins, a few wipes... the possibilities are endless! 

So, I would highly recommend this to ALL parents of small kids. Would also make a fantastic gift for parents.

Here is the website that I purchased my Snack & Play Travel Tray from: Family On Board- Travel Trays Please note, there are other travel trays featured on this site too, which might also be of interest to you. I'm sure you can find this one elsewhere if you do a search online, and maybe even at Walmart or somewhere similar. I was happy with my experience with this particular company.

Ok, I have to let Mr. Cranky Pants watch his videos now- can't take the fussing any longer! But, I will leave you with the info on the product as taken from the website above. Happy shopping! 

***Star Kids Snack & Play Travel Tray was created out of necessity for today's children, and enhances the travel experience by providing a flat, safe area for children to eat and play. Made of soft, durable, 100% Nylon with soft foam reinforcement that folds on impact. It buckles either around the child, car seat, stroller, etc. Features two side pockets and a 2 inch wall to stop toys, food, etc from falling off the tray. 18 x 14 inches, folds to 14 x 9 x 3.5 to store in it's zippered storage case, included. Weighs 1lb, 2oz

Do you have a product you highly recommend that other parents might find useful? Please suggest the item in our 'comments' section and maybe I'll feature it in one of our upcoming posts.
Friday September 7, 2007

PRODUCT RECOMMMENDATION- Merry Muscles (jumper for babies)
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I can't remember how I stumbled upon this. EBay perhaps? I think I was looking for some type of 'jumper' device for the baby. I figured when I was downstairs working, it would keep her busy and in one spot, out of trouble.

Merry Muscles
I told Santa my interest in this product, and he agreed with me that it was something she might like, so he brought it for her for this past Christmas. Now, in all honesty, I rarely get time to go down to my office to work (most of my work is done in my kitchen), so she really hasn't used her Merry Muscles as much as I would have liked. But, when we have used it, I've been very pleased with it.

How does it work? You fasten the Merry Muscles to the doorway (ours screwed in), where it hangs, and you put them in it to jump around (has very durable snaps).

How is this different than other jumping devices? Well, it was designed by an occupational therapist for safe positioning. I like how it hugs the body, which is a BONUS- it's safer because the child can't CLIMB out! Also, you can purchase a doorway attachment so you can move it from doorway to doorway. It is also washable, which is great. The price was reasonable (I think I may have ordered mine new from a store on EBay, not from this particular website).

This company also makes and sells larger versions of these for individuals with special needs. Of course, I checked into getting one made for my son, but in his case the cost was atrocious, and unless I sell an organ I won't be getting one for him. I think with his other expensive equipment, I ran out of organs to sell. I think I'll see if my husband has any he can give up...

Friday September 28, 2007

PRODUCT RECOMMENDATION: The Potty Watch
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Oh my goodness, I wish I had this product when middle child was potty training. What a great idea!

The Potty Watch is helping children (and moms and dads) take the frustration out of potty training! This little watch that the child wears, plays a song and lights up to remind the child that it is time to try to use the bathroom. Parents get to choose the time intervals, and the time resets itself (so you don't have to try to remember to set it again- smart!)

It's only $9.99 US off this website, and it was a $9.99 I know I would have spent to try! I can see me getting one for the baby when she is ready to start training.

In my 'potty travels', I also came across this book, which of course, I got a kick out of.

"Everyone Poops" book



Friday December 7, 2007

PRODUCT RECOMMENDATION- non-slip hair barrettes

It's so difficult with little girls with their baby-fine hair when it is growing out and you can't quite get it to do anything. With my older daughter, I gave up and cut bangs for her when she was a baby- I couldn't handle all that time of trying to grow out her hair, trying to keep it out of her eyes. Well, with my youngest daughter, we decided to grow her bangs out (at least, for now), so I needed a way to keep her hair out of her eyes. Of course, I do the silly little stuck up front ponytail, but, it's really not that flattering. I had a few baby barrettes & headband things given to me, but they just didn't hold that baby fine hair. So, I went searching for a product that would work for what I needed. And I found these:

KutiePie Klips- no slip hair clips/barrettes
I love this product! I ordered them a few months ago, and due to my losing and 'misplacing' them, I need to order more. A little more pricey than some of the other hair products you can get in the stores, but they work so much better! These are easy to put in, and have a great non-slip way of grasping the hair. Although, IF you have a child who will PULL them out (like mine), they will come out. This was the seller I ordered from. The service was great. HIGHLY RECOMMEND these if you have a young daughter.

I've even been known to put one in my hair around the house to hold my whispies out of my face, because they hold so well in fine hair. :)

